


Thank you for your loving support of this mission of rescue…
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MorningStar 
Mission  
Needs List

• Canned Fruit

• Canned Vegetables

• Jelly

• Mashed Potatoes

• Canned Gravy

• Canned Cranberries

• Pancake Mix

• Eggs

• Syrup

• Sugar 

• Flour

• Coffee	

• Canned Soup

• Jell-O

• Canned Sweet Potatoes

• Pepper

• Spaghetti Sauce

• Rice

• Seasoned Salt

• Dry Spaghetti	

• Table Salt

• Garlic Powder

• Salad Dressing

• Stuffing

• Milk

• Juice

• Boxed candy to give away

• Paper Towels

• Napkins

• �Contractors’ Garbage Bags 
XXL 55 gal. capacity (1500)

• Men’s Socks

• Gloves

• Hats

• Jackets

• Coats

When lives once hard as steel come face to face with the 
power of the risen Lord, miracles begin to take place. 
When purpose and meaning take the place of living 

by the lawlessness of the street, lives are changed and priorities 
are rearranged. And when God becomes a reality in the hearts  
of our residents, there’s a ripple effect in their lives that cannot 
be denied.
	 But none of these miracles at MorningStar Mission could 
take place without your kindness and generosity. Your donations 
and prayerful support help us plant seeds of hope in lives that 
once knew only desolation. Then as God works in shattered 
spirits, new life emerges. Growth happens. 

Dear Friend of MorningStar Mission, 

Ihad the privilege of speaking with a donor to MorningStar 

Mission recently. As we talked I asked her a simple question: 

What makes you give to the Mission? Her 

response was short and immediate. She said, “Well, 

isn’t that simply what I’m supposed to do? Am I 

not supposed to help my fellow mankind?”

	 How right she was. It’s also what God’s 

Word asks us to do — even when it might be 

inconvenient for us. I’m sure it was inconvenient 

for the Good Samaritan to take time from his trip 

to help the man beaten and lying in the ditch. And 

it was probably an economic stretch for the widow 

to give her two pennies that day in the temple, 

especially when that’s all she had to give.

Yes, I am a hope dealer

	 I’m sure you feel the same way, or you would not continue to give so much of your 

money, service and time to help people like Reuben, Peggie and the scores of other needy 

men, women and children who come through our doors. 

	 The other day a friend said, “Marilyn, when you speak you seem to use one word over 

and over. And that word is hope. So I’m going to call you a hope dealer.” I happily accepted 

the compliment, and I said he was absolutely right. I am a hope dealer. As long as I can 

help fan the smallest ember of hope in a person’s life, I know there’s a chance he or she 

will make it.
	 Now it’s almost Thanksgiving and my heart is filled with praise and gratitude to the 

God of my salvation for how He continues to provide for the needs of the Mission. And 

the last time I checked, I noticed God still works through people — a friend like you —  

to accomplish His work. So thank you for your large gifts…and small gifts…your widow’s 

mites…along with your fervent prayers on our behalf. I believe with all my heart that 

God’s best is yet to come. Aren’t you glad we’re on this journey together? God bless you,

		  Your servant, 

		  Marilyn Farmer,	 Executive Director

An Encouraging Word from Marilyn . . .

“…thank you for 

your large gifts…

and small gifts…your 

widow’s mites…

along with your 

fervent prayers on 

our behalf.”
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My name is Peggie. I want all 
battered women to know they 
don’t have to endure the pain 

of abuse. I took the hits for too long. 
I can still feel the blows of an abusive 
relationship. The man deserves to be 
in jail. If I had not come through these 
doors with my three children, I don’t 
know where we’d be right now.
	 Here at MorningStar Mission I feel 
safe. It’s a refuge. No one can just come 
in off the streets. We have locks on our 
doors. I’m no longer 
stressed. My kids and I 
enjoy a quiet, safe night’s 
sleep every night. God is 
answering our prayers day 
after day…and my how 
we pray. In the past I was 
an off-and-on churchgoer. 
Now if I miss church my 
kids kick up a fuss. So we 
attend church together, 
and our relationship with 
God is growing stronger each day.

The kids and I say thank you to you  
for your kindness
	 I’ve not had this sense of peace for a 
long time. And it’s real. God keeps my 
light shining. I may have been abused 
in the past, but God is putting together 
those parts of me that were broken. I’m 
not having a pity party here. Quite the 
opposite. I’m grateful for the Mission, 
our great staff and for you who donate so 

much to keep hope alive 
for someone like me. 

If you are struggling 
in some area of your life, 
I hope you’ll keep the 
Mission in mind. This 
may be just the shelter 
you or a friend may 

need. Thank you again for your love and 
compassion. What a great Thanksgiving 
gift you are giving us. My kids are doing 
well in school because you’re giving them 
an environment to thrive. They are on 
the honor roll, and I know they are going 
to become confident, productive, loving 
citizens as they mature. With love and 
appreciation, 

God is putting the broken pieces of 
my life back together

Thank you for your loving support of this mission of rescue…
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Convergent 
Technologies 

Care Day 

You give so much more than food and warm beds
	 We are grateful to you for standing alongside us as we bring a message of 
light and hope into the lives of so many who live in darkness. Yes, you provide 
nourishing food, warm beds and comfortable clothing for men, women and 
children. But you give so much more: your ongoing compassion and caring provide 
a disciplined, loving environment where people can say yes to Jesus, who wants to make 
them whole. 
	 To give a donation to help us keep wrapping our arms around the homeless 
and despairing, please use the remit slip enclosed. Your donations go directly to 
help heal broken hearts and crushed spirits. You may also give your gift on our 
secure website at www.morningstarmission.org. Thank you for being a friend 
of the poor and needy during the Thanksgiving season and throughout the year.

“I took the hits for 
too long. I can still 

feel the blows 
of an abusive 
relationship.”
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Sincerely,

 Peggie

Testimonial image client supplied, $0

Over 20 employees came to 
the Mission to help rehab 
3 homes for transitional 

housing for Veterans, families 
and individuals who have finished 
a life-recovery program. The 
day began with lovely weather, 
but as it progressed rain came. 
Even through the rain, they 
continued working to get the 
job done. Their commitment to 
giving a hand to the community 
is commendable. MorningStar 
Mission was only one of the sights 
that Convergent chose to help. 
Thank you for all your hard work, 
compassion and commitment to 
give those who have lost hope 
the gift of hope once again.

Ministering to men, 
women, children 
and entire families, 

MorningStar Mission has served 
the less fortunate of Joliet and 
the surrounding Will County 
area since 1909. Whether it’s 
through a one-time meal or a 
long-term recovery program, 
we’re committed to offering 
hope for the hurting.



MorningStar Mission Ministries, Inc.
350 E. Washington Street
Joliet, IL 60433-1150

A �Please mail this completed form with your generous Thanksgiving donation, 
or donate online at www.morningstarmission.org. Your gift is tax deductible 
as allowed by law. You will receive a receipt.

ACCOUNT NO. 		  EXP. DATE 

NAME	 SIGNATURE

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

YES, Marilyn, it’s with a 
heart of joy I continue to be 
a partner in this ministry 
of rescue during the 
Thanksgiving season and 
throughout the year.

Here’s my gift of:
m $20.50 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
m $30.75 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
m $61.50 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
m �$________ to provide as many meals and as much care as possible
m Please bill my credit card:  m VISA   m Master Card

In Memory of: 

Doreen Mahoney 
	 John & Toni Johnsen
Mary Putrich 
	� Friends and Co-Workers 

of Jules Wojiechowski at 
Exelon Nuclear – LaSalle 
County Generation Station

Robert Sharpe 
	 Mary Baker
	 Audrey & William  
		  Crossen, Jr. 
	 Stella Leddy 
	 Bernadette Mettille 
	 Jeanne Robbin 
	 Carol Sharpe 
	 Mr. & Mrs. William  
		  Sticklen
Alice Walsh 
	 MorningStar Mission 
	 Board and Staff
Alice Weder 
	 Richard & Cissy Egly

Patrick Advent 
	 MorningStar Mission 
	 Board and Staff
Elizabeth Duffy 
	 Donna Duffy
Richie Durham 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Pat Condon
Carol Hartley 
	 Dawn Bendele
	 Robert & Ann Bodach 
	 John & Janet Buell 
	 Dean Cass 
	 Joan & Bob Columbo 
	 Margaret Corp 
	 John & Rosemary Cronin 
	 Bob & Carole Cronkrite 
	 John Ernest 
	 Dan Grzeticli 
	 Ronald Hartley 
	 Mark & Jodene Hertko 
	 Alice Karpen 
	 Tohm & Julie Kubalewski 
	 Gerald & Judith Maier 
	 Bernice Metesh 
	 Barbara Meurer 
	 Earl Peterson 
	 Lois Pirc 
	 Nancy Pochervina 
	 Fran & Jim Sczepaniak 
	 Barbara Sullivan 
	 Bob Viner 
	 Jean Vorva 
	 Anita Zanardi 
	 The John Zobel Family	
Jennifer 
	 Audrey Nelson

My Thanksgiving Gift

Duane Larson 
	 Mr. & Mrs. 
	 Victor Mazzucco
The Ruth Family 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Laverne Brown
Carol Sassong 
	 Margaret & Bill Benoit
Rev. Rev. Vytas 
	 Edward & Olivia 
	 Wolgemuth

In Honor of:
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The Northern Illinois Steel-Ruth Family has been helping 
make our community better each day by the generous 
donation of their time, talents and support. Their 

dedication is commendable and certainly not unnoticed.
	 On May 15th, MorningStar Mission had the honor of 
presenting the Northern Illinois Steel-Ruth Family the “Star 
Award.” The “Star Award” is given to an individual, business or 
family that has devoted their time to bettering the community 
in remarkable, outstanding ways. Congratulations! Mark your 
calendars for the Star Ball 2011 benefit for MorningStar Mission, 
which will be held May 14, 2011.
	 MorningStar Mission would like to thank all those who put 
the Star Ball Benefit together for the Family Center. The evening 
was a success in so many ways. The Mission truly appreciates all 
the work done by the committee who puts this event together 
to benefit the Family Center here at the Mission.

Special thanks  
to company sponsors:
Excel Electric, Inc.
James & Ann Ferro
Lion Logistics
The Weitendorf Family
Rathbun, Cservenyak,  
	 Kozol, LLC
Northern Illinois Steel  
	 Supply Company
Grizzard
DeGeus & Klafter Insurance
People First Bank
Quality Quickprint

Committee Members
Marla Cservenyak
Ann Ferro
Virginia Ferry
Lettie Gans
Rebecca Lantke
Terri Micetich
Jan & David Miller
Jeanne Sarcletti
Janet Schatz
Erik Schelling
Rodney Tonelli
John Weitendorf Jr., 		
	 Chairman

Honorary  
Committee Members
Klint DeGeus
Paul Sarcletti

Northern Illinois Steel-Ruth Family

RM_40-0940_H01JO


