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After living a life of drugs and crime...

my heart is finally a home where Jesus lives

y name is Justin. I'm at
MorningStar Mission because
I was desperate, homeless

and had no place else to go. Before
I came here, I lived in drug houses and
on driveways and slept on the occasional
laundry table in apartments — just to
keep warm.

To support myself I sold drugs.
And I paid taxes. But I paid them to the
gang, not the government. If you didn’t
pay your dues to the gang
they’d close you down.
But even though I was
making money, I always
seemed to be outside,
trying to survive on the
cold concrete. I stole for
food. I stole from people’s
cars, from gas stations.
During all this time
I hated myself. I lost all
my morals. Still, I kept on
doing things I knew were wrong.

Love vs. hate — fwo opposites, playing
against each other

On the knuckles of my two hands
I have the words Jove and hate tattooed.
'They are there because I wanted love but
got nothing but hate. I wanted love more
than anything. But I didn’t know how to
receive it or give it. Now when I think
about the people I hurt, I'm truly sorry.
But if I hadn’t come to MorningStar
Mission, I probably wouldn’t have
even cared.

When I first came here I didn’t know
it was a God/Jesus place. But I'm glad it
is. Only God and His Word are going to

“If | hadn't
come to the
Mission, I'd
either be dead
or in jail.”

keep me straight in the days ahead. I've
opened my heart to my heavenly Father,
and little by little, God is changing my
life. I can honestly say my heart is now a
home for Jesus. I'm learning to put Him
first in all things. With His power I will
not allow my faith to be broken.

Thank you for your part in my
recovery. I appreciate your generous
donations that provide me with food,
safe shelter and Christian counselors.

If T hadn’t come to the
Mission, I'd either be dead
or in jail. In many ways you
are helping to save my life.
What greater gift could you

ever give a person?
—T&\Qv\\(\ You,
O u\%“r 2




People You
Should Know An Encouraging Word from Marilyn ... T e

Dear Friend of MorningStar Mission,

ometimes 'l receive a note asking me if a small donation of
one or two dollars really matters? Yes, it does. We can feed a
hungry person for just $2.05.The good news
s a nourishing meal is zhe e inning of recovery for e - .
) & grmrs f. 2 »New life in Christ
90% of our guests. Once our friends receive a meal
__ and when a volunteer sits down with them to encourages our
guests to set

St. Dennis High listen to their story — peo le who've just come
Sch g y — Peop ]
; chool Youth Group from the streets begin to feel like they have value. reasonable goals
a":(;“ |_-°ka§0r‘t. IL, researched How different this is from the life that is lived for their lives. For
monz;cfsr _I"’_'hCha{'tclj/ to raise on the outside. The law of the jungle is all about many, the Mission
- e . .
decided on M students surviving. It’s about not caring who is hurt. It’s is the first healthy
orningStar I .
about living for drugs, alcohol and other forms of family they’ve ever

Mission. On Feb. 25, 2010,
they presented a check to
MorningStar Mission. Thank
you for all your hard work
and commitment to making a
difference in your community.

self-abuse. experienced.”

Two ways of living: survival or surrender
But God’s way of living is 180 degrees different. To live life from God’s perspective is

to surrender — not just survive. New life in Christ encourages our guests to set reasonable

goals for their lives. For many, the Mission is the first healthy family they've ever
experienced.
It’s never been a good time to make wrong choices. But to continue to live by the law
of the streets right now is poor timing indeed. In our area we have a 20% unemployment
rate. The numbers of homeless people are increasing — both because of poor decisions
and the loss of jobs and livelihood. Unfortunately, our income has 7ot increased 20%. But
God continues to supply our needs. ..and we praise Him because we've not yet needed to

cut our services to the needy.
Now it's summertime, and living is not getting any casier for people
survival. It’s my prayer you will continue to put MorningStar Mission at the top of your

The American Sewing prayer and giving list now and throughout the summer. Only because you care are we able
our doors. Thank you in advance for
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r the benefit for your compassion this summer and in the months ahead.
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who struggle for

Marilyn Farmer, Executive Director
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At first I panicked that he might find me.
Now God is taking my fear away

y name is Rose. It’s a terrible
thing to be abused by the person
you are trying to love. But it

seems that abuse has been at the center of
my entire life. I had abusive parents and
abusive boyfriends. In the process, I was
abusing myself. I was always attracted to
people I thought needed fixing. Trouble
was I never did fix them...nor did I take
the time to try to fix myself.
My boyftriend is now

in prison. But when we

were still together, he’d = didn't like what
I was doing, and

force me to prostitute
myself to earn money. He

and I'm finally putting

structure into my daily

said we never had enough. many times | said, life. Love is everywhere.
I didn’t like what I was this is the last night. My counselors are always

doing, and many times I
said, his is the last night.

I kept doing it anyway —
even though I felt terrible
about myself with every sexual act.

All the time I kept hearing a quiet
voice in my head. Then it got louder and
louder. Now I realize it was God. I prayed
to Him asking Him what to do. One
answer I received was don’t be a prostitute
any longer. A couple weeks later my
boyfriend was arrested, and I escaped from
that torturous environment.

I'm learning to take care of myself —
finally!

How I thank God I learned about
MorningStar Mission and the women’s
shelter here. I'm learning about boundaries,

m through
I'm through with this. But with this.” many ways, this place is

available with words of
comfort and wisdom. In

saving my life.

I'm grateful to God,
the Mission and to you who donate your
time, money and influence to keep the
doors open for someone like me. I could
never find the words that express the deep
gratitude in my heart.

I'm no longer abused...and I'm
learning to take care of myself. If you or
anyone you know needs the kind of help
I'm receiving, I hope you’ll tell them about
MorningStar. Thank you.

%01/0’ friend,
Rose

refuse to take a vacation in Joliet

spiritually, it’s a sure sign we have more learning to do. Thank you for growing

with us in the things of the Lord.

We'’re all works in progress

As you are moved by the stories of changed lives in this newsletter, please
remember these testimonies reflect the lives of people who are works in progress.
Isn’t that how it should be with all of us? Together let’s agree our spiritual
journey may come to a close each night, but that it begins all over again

each morning.

To continue to embrace the needy with arms of love, please complete the
remit slip enclosed and mail it to us today. We also urge you to donate on our
secure website at www.morningstarmission.org. Thank you for being a friend of
MorningStar Mission and the homeless this summer and throughout the year.

Box City of Hope

Friday,
September 17, 2010
4 p.m.—7 a.m.

749 Houbolt Road
Joliet, IL

Join MorningStar Mission for
the Box City of Hope
and spend the night in a box
to raise awareness of
the plight of those
experiencing homelessness
in America and Will County.

Register Today
Call 815-722-5780
for more information
or visit our website:
www.morningstarmission.org
Click on Events

BoxCi
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MorningStar
Mission
Needs List 2010

e Canned Fruit

e Canned Vegetables
o Jelly

e Pancake Mix

e Syrup

e Sugar

e Flour

e Canned Soup

e Jell-O

e Pepper - S

e Spaghetti Sauce
* Rice
¢ Dry Spaghetti

e Garlic Powder

e Salad Dressing

o Milk

e Mashed Potatoes

* Eggs

e Coffee

e Season Salt

e Table Salt ‘-.{“%'L
e Paper Towels

¢ Napkins
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]‘4)’ S ummer G?ft To help poor and homeless people,
here’s my gift of:
YES, Marilyn, I want to

(] $20.50 to provide 10 meals and other assistance

(1 $30.75 to provide 15 meals and other assistance

[1$61.50 to provide 30 meals and other assistance

O$ to provide as many meals and as much
care as possible

continue my support of this
mission of rescue.

[J Please bill my credit card:
JVISA [ Master Card

ACCOUNT NO. EXP. DATE MorningStar Mission Ministries, Inc.

350 E. Washington Street
Joliet, IL 60433-1150

NAME SIGNATURE

ADDRESS

CITY /STATE /ZIP » Please mail this completed form with your generous summer donation,

or donate online at www.morningstarmission.org. Your gift is tax deductible
as allowed by law. You will receive a receipt.

EMAIL ADDRESS



